God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Eighteen: The Prophet Jeremiah
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Jeremiah 1:1-10; 4:5-8; 13:1-11; 16:1-4; 18:1-11; 20:7-9; 24:1-10; 32:1-15; 36:27-32      
J
eremiah was the son of Hilkiah, the priest who found the book of the law during the reign of Josiah (2 Kings 22:8).  He was called to prophesy while still a youth and did so through the fall of Judah (Jer. 1:1-10). Jeremiah was called to carry out one of the most difficult tasks ever assigned to a servant of God. During the last years of the kingdom of Judah he was to prophesy that because of their sin Judah must accept the yoke of Babylon and not resist. His message held no hope that repentance would spare them this fate—rather he promised that repentance would lessen the pain of this trial (4:5-8). 

God used a number of graphic and dramatic revelation to illustrate His actions towards Judah. On one occasion he had Jeremiah bury a linen sash by the Euphrates to illustrate how he would break down the pride of Judah (13:1-11). He commanded Jeremiah to observe a potter changing and reshaping clay to illustrate His own right to discipline His people for their sin (18:1-11). He even used two baskets, one of good figs and one of bad to show His preservation of the faithful through the exile and his punishment of the wicked still in the land (24:1-10).

Jeremiah was not allowed to enjoy the pleasure of a wife and family, because of the disaster that would come upon his nation (16:1-4). At times he even resented the message he was called to deliver, but he remained faithful (20:7-9). He was imprisoned, opposed by false prophets, threatened with death, and viewed as a traitor but he was not alone in his work. God also chose a man who served as his scribe—Baruch, the son of Neriah. From the fourth year of Jehoiakim’s reign God assured Baruch that his life would be spared when Jerusalem fell (45:1-5). 

When Jeremiah was prevented from going into the temple, he dictated a scroll to Baruch which he read in the temple (36:1-10).  The scroll urged the people to accept Babylon’s control and repent. Michaiah and some noblemen urged Baruch and Jeremiah to hide while they appealed to the king (36:11-19). As the scroll was read to Jehoiakim, he cut it in two and burned it. He then commanded his son Jerahmeel, and others to seize Baruch and Jeremiah (36:20-26). When Jeremiah learned of the king’s response he dictated another scroll to Baruch with the same words and a prophecy against Jehoiakim (36:27-32).


When Jeremiah was imprisoned by Zedekiah during the Babylonian siege, Baruch was entrusted with purchase deeds of a field that God told Jeremiah to buy as a sign of the Jews’ return (32:1-16). Baruch was to put the deeds in an earthen vessel, “that they may last many days.” This demonstrated that, “houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land” (32:14,15). After Judah’s fall Baruch and Jeremiah were forced to go to Egypt by others who fled there. They probably both died there.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	18
	Job 31-32
	Job 33-34
	Job 35-36
	Job 37-38
	Job 39-40
	Job 41-42
	Psalms 1-2


Study Questions
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1.  List the three kings mentioned that span the prophecy of Jeremiah  (Jer. 1:1-3).  1)  
 


2) __________________  3) 
 
2.  One king which is not listed above is called “Coniah” in Jeremiah 22:24-30. What name is he called in 2 Kings 24:6?
  
What did Jeremiah prophecy to him (22:24-30)?

How was this fulfilled (2 Kings 24:12)?


3.  What happened to the linen sash Jeremiah buried (13:1-11)?
 
4.  Fill-in the blanks from Jeremiah 18:6: “O _______ of _______, can I not do with ____ as this __________?’ says the Lord. ‘______, as the ______ is in the ______  _______, so are you in ___  ________, O house of Israel!’” (NKJV).
5.  Who did each of the baskets of figs represent (24:1-10)? 

6.  What did God tell Jeremiah would happen to mother, fathers, sons, and daughters in the land (16:4)?


7.  What was Baruch not to seek and what did God promise to give him as a prize wherever he went (45:5)?


8.  Who urged Jeremiah and Baruch to hide while he talked to the king (36:11-19)?
9.  What was happening when Jeremiah bought the field (32:2)?



What did this show (32:15)?


Key Passage: “Then I said, ‘I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name.’ But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, and I could not” (Jeremiah 20:9, NKJV).
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